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Dugong and it’s friends
Remoras (Remora spp.) and juvenile striped golden jacks
(Gnathanodon speciosus) show an ecological relationship of mutualism
and commensalism respectively. Remoras gain protection by sticking onto
this huge marine mammal while they also help remove parasites or
bacteria on the dugongs. On the other hand, juvenile striped golden jacks
can grab a meal easily when the dugong host is feeding on the seagrass
as small invertebrates hiding on the seagrass bed are stirred up.

Strictly Herbivores?
Dugongs (Dugong dugon) have a

main diet of seagrasses, but they are 7{(
not “strictly” herbivores. Apart from seagrasses,
mainly Halophila spp. and Halodule spp., small
marine macroinvertebrates are also consumed

when they are uprooting and grazing on the

seagrasses along its way. Therefore, other than
marine herbivores, dugongs are also described

; as seagrass community specialists.

Will dugongs fight?

Dugongs often exhibit a mating behavior akin
to lekking. A lek refers to a traditional gathering
area where male dugongs assemble during
the breeding season to participate in
competitive activities and displays that are
intended to attract females. Males fiercely
defend their territories within the lek, and they
dynamically adjust their behavioral displays in
an effort to captivate the females. After
successfully attracting females to their
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Threats Dugongs face
Dugongs are often hurt by fishing
nets and hooks during fishing

territory, the male dugongs then proceed
through a series of subsequent phases in order
to culminate in mating and copulation. This
lekking behavior highlights the unique
strategies employed by male dugongs in their
i pursuit of reproductive success.

X

activities in Philippines. Therefore,
the government has different
regulations to restrict illegal fishing.
Other than that,arine pollution,
including plastic waste, chemical
contaminants, and oil spills, also
poses a significant threat to
dugongs. Therefore, there is a high
need to protect them!
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