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During the year, we worked diligently to protect a wide range of species in Hong Kong and
across Asia. The following map provides an overview of how far flung across Asia our work
is spread. To help you better understand the challenges facing freshwater species in the

region, three projects are also explained in greater detail.
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Every species has a role to play

in the world’s complicated yet

delicate ecosystems. We can't

predict the outcome of losing

even a single species, so the best
strategy is to respect and conserve., 7
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Associate Professor of City University of Hong Kong,

who refined an artificial breeding technique for horseshoe crabs
in Hong Kong
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Conservation by Species
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Gharial (Gavialis gangeticus)
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Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:
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Critically Endangered

Habitat destruction and loss,
including rivers drying out

Less than 1,500

Isolated populations in four
rivers in India and Nepal
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By radio-tracking wild gharials in India’s National Chambal
Sanctuary — home to the largest remaining population in
the world - this study helps conservationists develop a more
effective conservation plan. This work is urgent: the winter of
2007 saw a mass die-off of more than 100 gharials in Chambal,
presumably due to the effects of exposure to toxins, exacerbated
by the unusually cold weather.



oo

Tk :
© Madras Crocodile Bank Trust

EMREEREBTHFIAFETSHMHELS  EARMT
RS A HMFRLUR A HIER o

The Madras Crocodile Bank Trust, in association with the government
department, conducts seasonal surveys to better assess the gharial’s
habitat requirements and how these affect its distribution.
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Gharial hatchlings bask on the head of a male.
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Females stay in areas of deep water and nest on sand banks.
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Chinese giant salamander (Andrias davidianus)

REMRMR:
FTEHE:

HFIEE:
DHER:

Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:

BERE

BEH®  £ERA
MIERKBER KR

T&#

HI2EEHZTH DM
REEA

Critically Endangered

Over-exploitation and habitat
destruction due to damming
of rivers

Unknown

Around 12 fragmented
populations in China
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Wild populations of this species have declined by 80%
over the last 30 years and an immediate conservation plan
is now needed. To accelerate this process, we co-sponsored
an international workshop in China. During the event,
Conservation Action Plan recommendations were developed
to set future directions for the protection of this species in key
locations across its range.
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The Chinese giant salamander is the world’s largest amphibian, Rig - EEEAE  ARENFSERTIINER  £—TFBEE
measuring up to 1.8m in length. WAREE -
The demand for salamander meat for both food and medicine has led
to the growth of breeding farms, which could introduce new diseases to
wild populations if not carefully conducted.
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Organised by the Zoological Society of London and the Shaanxi Normal
University, the workshop brought together researchers, conservationists and
other stakeholders to develop a sustainable conservation plan in China.
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Anji salamander (Hynobius amjiensis)

REMRMR:
FTEHE:

HiEE:

DR

Conservation status:

Major threats:

Population in the wild:

Distribution:
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Critically Endangered

Loss of habitat due to water
ponds evaporation

Unknown, believed to have
only 250-300 breeding
females

A few small ponds in Zhejiang
Province, China

© Prof. Lu Yuyan
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This project involved research to better understand
the populations and distribution of Anji salamanders, as well
as to identify sites for introducing captive-bred juveniles.
An educational component was also included to raise local
awareness of the need for conservation.
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Ke Shenyang Normal University breeds juveniles in separate containers to
Reaching a maximum of 10cm in length, the Anji salamanders are found prevent them from eating one another.

only in small water ponds (the largest is only 1m?) in the Longwangshan
Nature Reserve in Zhejiang Province, China.
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To celebrate World Environment Day on 5 June 2010, the researchers
and our sponsored students released 40 captive-bred Anji salamanders
into the wild.
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Local Hong Kong Projects

Marine mammal
stranding response

In 2009-2010, we continued to
collaborate with the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD) to respond
to dolphin strandings in Hong Kong. The
average number of cases has ranged from 20
to 40 per annum over the years.

What you can doif you find a
stranded dolphin
Call 1823 and provide your name, contact

number and the following information:
1. Date and time of discovery and the location

2. Status of stranded animal (alive, slightly or

EE ﬁ ;ﬁ ;’ % fin Hg 1@ heavily decomposed, etc.)

3. Length of stranded animal and

H2009F 20105 % » ZAREREREREEESHF REEEEKY characteristics (e.g. any dorsal fins /
ARENER IR FEENB20240REERESEH - obvious beak, etc.)
g (REE T BKIR R What we do
=AHMEE 1823 ) BIUMRIKE R  BREIZILLUTER : 1. If the carcass is fresh, Ocean Park
1. BHIEWAE - BRI veterinarians will help conduct a full

necropsy for further analysis, including

2. MREBRNBR (FE  ENNRE WE@%)
3. BEEEMERNEY WREETE BEESHES)

identification of parasites and bacterial
infections or injury to determine the cause
of dealth.

1%%%% H"J ',f_._]_ Eb : 2. In other cases, we collect samples for

1. BREERYT OSEANRERETRY  TRRFAAENTEEng  (eUn9 (verforheavy metals, teeth for
BEASEMANS - N IEER age, skin for understanding the genetic
R A 24 Zi A
2. HBERT BASUERAETLR (HESAMEESBSE - TEEEX
DEESRBENER > REREMERTY BEHNERBERZR - R TENLUSRER
BANEH LY  UKBBREN T REYNES) -

relationship between populations, blubber
for organic pollutants and stomach

contents for food items).

e, A

Code 1 Code 2 Code 3 Code 4 Code 5
Live stranding Fresh Moderately decomposed Badly decomposed Mummified
AR (g BoIEE BRERER A
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Monkey contraceptive
programme

Although our principal focus in 2009-2010 was aquatic
wildlife, we also worked with the AFCD and Ocean Park
veterinarians to administer contraceptives to wild monkeys in
Kam Shan, Lion Rock and Shing Mun Country Parks. Building on
the success of earlier monkey-control programmes, this project
introduced permanent surgical sterilization, and established

N ';"'In ":‘ e a reliable frame of reference for evaluating the efficacy of the
R ERA F R A B BB P R R ERE M E B 1t

contraceptive programme. The introduction of endoscopic
tubectomy was found to greatly reduce the time needed for the
procedure, and the smaller wound also enabled quicker healing.

Routine feedings helped desensitize the monkeys to the
trapping cage.

RERTFEHE  AERMANER

By checking the number of teeth, we can estimate the
monkey’s age.
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Endoscopic tubectomy
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MBS FHNET Project Manager Dr. Karthi Krishnasamy

Monkeys after their operations



